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MINERAL INFORMATION SERVICE is a monthly news r 'elease concerning the mineral 
resources and industry of CALIFORNIA, designed to inform the public of discoveries, 
operations, markets, statistics, and new publioations. It is distributed without 
cost upon requcst. 

COMMODITY STATISTICS FOR 1947 

Quicksilver 

Quicksilver produced in California during 1947 came from 25 properties in 
8 counties and amounted to 17112 flasks weighing 76 p,ounds each worth $1,386,087 
f.o.b. mine as compared with a 1946 production of 17804 flasks worth $1,647,758 
which came from 34 properties in 12 counties. 

The largest produocr was the New Idria mine in San Benito County followed by 
the Mt. Jackson mine in donoma County, the Reed mine in Yolo County, and the 
Buena Vista mine in San Luis Obispo County. These four mines aocounted for 90% 
of the 1947 quicksilver production. California, as in the past, leads all states 
of the United States in production of quicksilver accounting for 75% of the nation's 
output. 

The average value of quicksilver for the year 1947 was $83.74 per flask of 
76 lbs., New York quotation compared with $98.24 per flask in 1946 and $134.89 per 
flask in 1945. The California producer received an average of $81.00 per flask 
in 1947 as compared with $92.61 per flask in 1946, and $128.08 per flask in 1945. 
At the end of 1947 only two properties of any size were in operation, namely the 
New Idria and Mt. Jackson. All others were shut down owing to the low price to 
which the metal had fallen and the high cost of labor and supplies. On January 
1, 1948, the New York quotation on quicksilver was $79.00 per flask, the lowest 
prioe offered for that oommodity since 1939. Present quotations at New York are 
from one to three dollars lower than the January 1 quotation. 

MINING AND INDUSTRIAL NEWS NOTES 

Pumioe Mining Operation in Siskiyou County 

Pumice is being produced in considerable tonnage from the northwest end of 
Glass Mountain on the Medicine Lake Highland of Siskiyou County. The Thompson 
Pumice Company deposit ranges in depth from 6 to 40 feet, average depth at the 
quarry being 12 feet. The pumice is grayish-white and is stronger than average 
natural pumice. It occurs in particles which range in size from t inch to 8 
inches, fragments being loosely packed in the deposit. Reserves are estimated 
at 17,500,000 cubio yards on the 880 acres controlled by the Thompson interests. 
The 1947 output was 17,500 yards and estimated production for 1948 is 30,000 
yards~ Current produotion is at a rate of 2500 yards per month. Material is 
shipped to Oregon and Nevada and as far south in California as Modesto and San 
Jose. The bulk of the output is marketed in the San Francisco Bay area. The 
pumice is utilized for pre-cast reinforced conorete, building blocks, soil 
conditioners, and dry wall insulation. The rock is mine d in op e n pits and loaded 
into 8 yard capacity trucks which haul and stock pile the mat erial along side a 
railway loading ramp at the Tiones t a station. The operator, Thompson Pumice 
Company, is owned by Paul D. Thompson of Tionesta. 


	

